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Johnson, Pamela Catherine Carter 
Knopf. July 21, 1952. 478p. $3.95. 
time when many authors are filling the book- 
report that Pamela Johnson has created work adult 
romance which the hammock readers will enjoy these 
hot and humid days. her own words, the story 
Henry Peverel, the great Victorian actor, and his pro- 
Catherine Carter, “love story”. many, 
that designation might have odious connotations: sac- 
charinity, implausibility, unreality, shallowness. this 
particular case they’d wrong. The reason for this 
the talent the author. 
Miss Johnson knows her theater, and she definitely 
knows her Shakespeare. this knowledge wed her 
artistic creativity and the fusion has produced one 
the most “successful” novels the theater this reviewer 
has had the pleasure read. First all, she has man- 
aged fill her pages with believable human beings and 
not caricatures types found most stories with this 
milieu for thematic background. For example, her 
hero, Henry Peverel, the fictional approximation 
Sir Henry Irving. Miss Johnson admits this her in- 
troduction and, based the available information 
about this superb actor, Peverel Irving every mani- 
festation his tremendous talent and ego. And Cath- 
erine strongly suggests Ellen Terry. Although the re- 
semblances might end there, and the pattern their 
relations has been fictionally supplied, the leading char- 
acters are all times dimensionally defined. 
From the moment their meeting, when Catherine, 
young girl comes audition for Henry, until the 
reader leaves them years later, after performance 
Antony and Cleopatra, when Catherine has achieved 
artistic equality with her lover-rival, the development 
this story entrancing one. Granted, the preju- 
dicial anticipation that everything will work out hap- 
pily for the lovers valid one and might deter some 
readers from reading the book, still the treatment 
and execution this intrinsically, and admittedly, hack- 
neyed plot that supplies most the pleasure 
educated reader. One reason for this the flattering 
assumption Miss Johnson that the reader knows his 
Shakespeare. Not that that absolute necessity for 
the enjoyment the work, but knowledge Lear, 
amlet, and especially, Othello sharpens one’s appre- 


ciation the author’s talent. 
Another reason the use psychological conflicts 


which motivate the actions Henry and Catherine: 
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his egocentric jealousy which leads him surround 
himself with inferior players; her desire achieve 
artistic growth without offending and perhaps over- 
shadowing the man she loves; Henry’s resentment 
her progress and his petty attempts stifle while 
despising himself for doing so. All these are inter- 
woven into the patterns action and counter-action 
involving some finely drawn subordinate characters 
like Willy Palliser, Henry’s assistant, and Catherine’s 
ambitiously proud mother, from among many who give 
substance and support the leading actors. 


Obviously, this not work classic dimensions; 
completely the moment though set the near- 
recent past the now thoroughly romanticized Vic- 
torian gas-lit era. year from now many’ readers 
will possibly have forgotten it. However, this, the 
seventh year the atomic terror, surcease and 
escape unequivocally simple, yet brilliantly ex- 
ecuted, level. serve merely this limited purpose 
send this love story rocketing the best 
Coppinger, 
Speech and Dramatic Arts 
Department, 
University Maryland, 
College Park, Maryland 
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The Red Carnation 


Vittorini, Elio 
New Direc- 


Translated from the Italian Anthony Bower. 
tions. Aug. 1952. 244p. $3.00. 

There little apparent reason for publishing the 
United States this date translation this early 
novel second-rate modern Italian novelist, except 
that some publishers are quite willing make quick 
profit what, plain words, pig-writing, pornog- 
raphy. Because the author has enough taste not 
into physical details, content suggest the situations 
state them restrained outline, the publishers 
this case may disappointed the sales this ven- 
ture. But, any event, amount bashful en- 
comiums, citing “sensitive portrayal 
study awakening political conscious- 
ness”, and similar cliches the admiring critical re- 
viewers can make Vittorini anything more than kind 
second-class and somewhat bourgeois latter-day Zola, 
Hemingway and others the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. His previous book, Sicily, was, recall it, 
sketchy and saved from being brash trash only 
affection for the countryside Sicily. The Red Carna- 
tion strikes pot-boiler, and good translation 
wasted such stuff. 


Alessio Mainardi sixteen-year-old student, boarding 
town, away from his farm home, typical pen- 
sione. becomes enamored upper-middle-class 
girl who, though remote and aloof, sends him red 
carnation. This keeps and treasures, symbolic 
the ideal love youth. But older companion has 
intrigued him with rapturous talk prostitute named 
Zobeida. When Alessio fails his studies and after 
dreary vacation home during which studies for 
the examinations the grade” and returns early 
the school town, find Zobeida the local “house” 
and overwhelmed when favored this de- 
classee lady. gives her his precious carnation. But 
Zobeida has get away one step ahead the police 
who want her for dope-peddling. The young Mainardi 
not quite disilllusioned, he? And that the 
story. Few the characters come alive; most the 
practiced reader’s interest will stirred descriptions 
weather and the sketch student activities the 
high school level Italian provincial towns. But that 
interest too small and too shallow warrant reading 
through even 244 pages rather fumbling attempts 
bold and symbolic. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


* * * 


L., O.P. One Sky Share 
Kenedy. July 14, 1952. 248p. $3.00. 

One Sky Share the personal diary Father Bruck- 
berger, member the Domincan Order, fearless fighter 
the French Commandos, and Head Chaplain the 
French Resistance group. The first part his diary 
goes from March 1940 and ends May, 1950. 
the second part, the diary comprises his experiences 
the United States for the past two years. 


Frequently members the French clergy did not favor 
the idea priest entering the Commando groups. 
Father Bruckberger was attacked many whom 
replied believe that vocation requires the risk. 
did not seek vocation, came me.” fur- 


Johnson Vittorini Bruckberger 
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ther defended his position for the Holy See had taken 
the stand that “French priests not commit sin 
bearing arms”. saw the exodus the French 
civilians; noted the bold courage Lieutenant 
nand defending French soil but who later 
rated with the Vichy government; early June, 1940, 
seriously wounded became prisoner the Ger. 
mans but month later managed escape. Defeat 
weighed upon his heart, and the first opportunity 
joined group young men who refused accept the 
defeat France and who were beginning the Resistance 
movement. 1942, was arrested the Gestapo 
but after five months imprisonment, was 
August, 1944, from the clandestine resistance, 
passed into the field insurrection and the 26th 
August, 1944, Head Chaplain the French 
ance organized the reception Gaulle the 
Cathedral Notre Dame Paris. 


Father Bruckberger was fighter the 
and inspiring leader the French Resistance. But 
above all was priest God. The after liberation 
period was critical one. Now showed himself 
theologian. open letter the Keeper the 
Seal, reminded him that his duty was that the 
“exercise justice” but that have been made 
‘en masse’ and often illegally. Arrests have been made 
anonymous accusations”. who had defended 
France boldly, who had been tortured the Ges 
tapo, the same letter states can excuse, with- 
out justifying, many mistaken acts committed the 
heart revolutionary fury. But true that men 
and women are being tortured then 
nand, whom had known the Commandos, who 
had collaborated with the Vichy government, was ar- 
rested the early summer 1945, and the trial was 
held October. Darnand meant for the French, 
the time, all that which was abominable and frightful. 
Yet, Father Bruckberger, knowing well the adverse 
criticism that would receive, came the defense 
Darnand who his opinion was soldier”. 
his condemnation, remained with him until was 
executed. defended openly many others who had 
been exemplary soldiers during the war but who had 
become collaborationists through loyalty Pétain. 
course, there doubt that the arguments which 
Father Bruckberger offers may not appeal all readers, 
among others this reviewer, yet one feels the sincerity 
the man, and might term this first part 
tion for actions during the after liberation period”. 


Prior his going into French Morocco, pays tribute 
George Bernanos who too was obsessed with the idea 
divine justice. sure that the author found 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Caine Mutiny Wouk Apr. 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) Monsarrat 
The Gown Glory (Ila) Turnbull Mar. 
Lieutenant Hornblower Forester Apr. 
The Swimming Pool Rinehart Feb. 

The Son Adam Wyngate (IIb) O’Hara Apr. 

Hold Back the Night (Ila) Frank Mar. 
SPQR (IIb) Bonner Apr. 
The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone Oct. 


Confidential (IIb) May 
Mr. President Apr. 
Adventures Two Worlds Mar. 


Crawford Apr. 


The Sea Around (1) Carson Sept. 
Elizabeth the Queen 


much comfort this late French novelist who like him 
had horror the State and its impending tyranny. 
From 1948 until 1950, spent most his time 
Morocco and Africa. Here again see the deep spir- 
itual man, the fighter, but God’s priest. 


The second part entitled “The American Journal” deals 
with the experiences which has had the past two 
years the United States. Many French journalists, 
novelists and others have had queer idea this 
country. For Father Bruckberger the “Enchanted 
considers America the “country meadows, 
flowering trees, beautiful roads”. feels that 
the predominating occupation Americans “not 
money but work”. holds that Americans will end 
“understanding that democracy not absolute, 
and that like any regime can turn into tyranny”. 
regard the Korean War, ten years ago the United 
States was still isolationst but today “it quite naturally 
defends the freedom small republic twenty 
thirty thousand kilometers away”. For him “Ameri- 
cans see things much more spatially than terms 
Indeed, has great admiration for the United States. 


This book recommended. The reviewer does 
not exactly agree with some the tenets Father 
Bruckberger regard those who served under the 
Vichy regime, yet deserves heard. was 
fighter, still fighter, for God and for country. 
With his words well those Bernanos and those 
Peguy, holds “Let not fail make peace with 
each other. Let honor and our country speak louder 


than our hatred”. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 


Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Mercier, Vivian, and Greene, David H., editors 
1000 Years Irish Prose—The Literary Revival 
Devin-Adair. July 28, 1952. 607p. $6.00. 
This volume, the first the two complement Kath- 
leen Hoagland’s 1000 Years Poetry, contains 
only turn-of-the-century and twentieth century Irish 
representative the Irish idiom Eng- 
lish writing. undertaking this compilation, the edi- 


Mercier 107 


tors rightly concluded that “we would hanged for 
one thing quickly another and that might 
satisfy more readers first satisfied ourselves”. Their 
discernment selection will both commended and 
condemned, for their range considerable, such 
idealistic oration Padraic Pearse and grimly irrev- 
erent short story James Joyce. Though one may 
dislike their taste, one can not deny that they have 
presented every phase Irish letters from the delicate 
classicism Elizabeth Bowen the eccentric caprices 
Flann O’Brien. Incidentally they saw that 
their excerpts mirror almost every aspect living 
ancient well modern Eire. 


ancient Erin there found first Yeats’ sym- 
bolic play Cathleen Houlihan, which later 
asked: 

Did that play mine send out 

Certain men the English shot? 


The scholarly Standish O’Grady follows with studies 
Celtic lore and legend which greatly contributed 
soliciting interest past which the Irish had almost 
forgotten. One Lady Gregory’s Kiltarten tales, some 
James Stephens’ unique mythology, together with 
Dr. Douglas Hyde’s The Necessity for 
complete the first section. 

The second section presents two essays Synge and 
his play the Shadow the Glen. Shan Bullock, 
the Ulster realist, shares with George Moore and James 
Joyce considerable portion this section while two 
Catholics, Padraic Colum and Daniel Corkery, coun- 
ter-balance the Protestant and anti-Catholic bias 
Synge, Bullock, Moore and Joyce their respective 
appraisals Irish life. 

Next, what writing emereged from revolutionary Ire- 
land treated. Here found AE’s open letter 
regarding the Dublin dock strike (that pathetic pro- 
logue the Easter Week Rising) and Padraic Pearse 
and James Connolly’s political pronouncements. Sean 
The Shadow Gunman—a satirical and 
ironic picture the Black and Tan aggression—with 
chapter Elizabeth Bowen’s The Last September— 
disclosing the landed gentry’s reaction Irish rebel- 
lion—and two short stories, both disenchanting, one 
Sean and the other Edward Sheehy, com- 
plete the survey rebel letters. 

Introspection and moral bewilderment are singularly 
evident the fourth section. Liam pain- 
fully etches the pathos the rural emigrant bound for 
America and cleanly describes the fate wounded 
cormorant. poetic prose Austin Clarke slyly indicts 
Catholicity medieval setting while Frank O’Con- 
nor provides stark psychological study. Michael Mc- 
Laverty with tale gently told disillusionment and 
Francis Stuart with chapter from his latest novel, 
full his pseudo-mysticism, conclude this section. 
Satire and spirituality, fantasy and folly are character- 
istic the fifth section, presenting the Somerville and 
Ross mentality was amused the “natives”, the 
other-worldliness James Stephens and Seumas 
the Rabelaisian Oliver St. John Gogarty, Pat- 
rick Kavanagh and Frank O’Connor with their arch 
humor, Margaret Barrington’s irony and finally Myles 
gCopaleen’s wry wit. adequate evaluation could 
given these exotic contributions. 
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The concluding section contains excerpt from James 
Joyce’s Ulysses, chapter from Flann 
Swim-Two-Birds, and piece Yeats after had 
passed his period arresting artistry. These three are 
unique, not only Irish letters but all literature, 
illustrating the cataclysmic technique Joyce, the neo- 
O’Brien and the unorthodox dramaturgy 
eats. 


This volume supplemented informative intro- 
duction the editors and some biographical data 
anent the authors included. undoubtedly signi- 
ficant anthology, but one that could recommended 
only the adult and discriminating reader because 
certain irreverencies and occasional stark frankness. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Allingham, Margery The Tiger the Smoke 
Doubleday. Aug. 1952. 254p. $2.75. 

tiger killer; “the smoke” Cockney pet-term 
for the dense fogs that squat down London, now less 
frequently than when every chimney pot puffed sooty 
vapors into the skies from Richmond Rotherhithe, 
but still grim enough occasion. The title means, 
therefore, that there killer abroad London when 
marsh-laid city shrouded one its odorous 
ogs. 


Meg Elginbrodde cannot understand why someone 
should take the trouble send her photographs 
man trench coat, pictures obviously taken very 
recently and various parts London, the man look- 
ing very much like Martin Elginbrodde. Martin Elgin- 
brodde had been declared “missing, presumed dead” 
during the war, seven years ago. Having mourned him 
sincerely, but having last given hope his being 
alive, Meg had agreed marry another man. But 
now, Martin were alive! She puts her problem be- 
fore her friend Albert Campion and the police, repre- 
sented District Inspector Charlie Luke. They find 
man wearing one Martin’s old jackets and obvi- 
ously false moustache very much like Martin’s. But 
shortly after they let him go, their questioning having 
been help, this man found murdered. And 
shortly afterward three more people are murdered, 
the offices the legal firm which had represented 
Martin. Indeed, Meg herself narrowly escapes being 
killed one midnight the empty house which she has 
been preparing live after her marriage. 


Then, her fiancé disappears. has been kidnapped 
band lame-ducks headed albino they call 
Tiddy Doll. And the trail begins show that the 
killer the loose Jack Havoc, escaped from prison 
and searching for mysterious treasure St. Odile. 


There nice, quietly chilling finish that keeps the 
suspense the last page, after the treasure has 
been found. 


Miss Allingham has proved herself one the best 
the detective story writers either side the North 
Atlantic and considerable following fans will need 
only know that she has produced another her 
carefully plotted, well written novels. But The Tiger 
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the Smoke seems merit special word praise 
being better than her high average. 


One the reasons for Miss Allingham’s excellence 
her field her skill drawing character. Her people 
are almost invariably quite credible, their motives and 
their intelligence agreeably normal. Canon Avril, 
practical old pastor church secluded square 
run-down section London, particularly effective 
balancing such other diverse people the nefarious 
Mrs. Cash, the handsome and vital Detective Inspector 
Luke, bald-headed Magersfontein Lugg (already 
iar Allingham fans the gentleman’s gentleman 
Alebrt Campion), and the odd assortment derelicts 
who make Tiddy Doll’s strolling band. 


kept wondering the Martin Elginbrodde, whose 
death started all the fuss, was conscious allusion 
the gentleman the same name whose epitaph one 
the classics cemetery verse. But The Tiger the 
Smoke superior crime fiction and should keep late 
readers awake the final page. 


Richard Conlin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Lamb, Harold Theodora and the Emperor 
Doubleday. July 31, 1952. 336p. $4.50. 


Mr. Lamb his publishers list this latest Mr. Lamb’s 
works “biographical narrative” distinct from 
“novel” “historical narrative”. According the 
count, this would the seventh biographical narrative 
published Mr. Lamb, who has one novel and five 
historical narratives also his credit; and, one should 
add, three ‘for older children” which are, obviously, 
something else again. And one should, too, emphasize 
the phrase “to his credit”; for these books, whatever 
classification they given, are credit their author. 


The emperor with whom Theodora linked the first 
Justinian the eastern Roman empire, ruling the 
city founded Constantine, survival the tidal wave 
Gothic invasions which flooded the western empire 
the Italian and Iberian peninsulas, Gaul and North 
Africa. credited with codifying Roman law and 
the building the magnificent cathedral Santa Sofia, 
which still stands monument his confidence the 
skill architect Anthemius and master-builder 
Isadore. 


Little known for certain the background 
tinian Theodora. Justinian recorded that 
was shepherd’s son, wandering scholar who 
came Constantinople study the household 
soldier uncle who commanded the emperor’s 
guards; that was the one chosen succeed the 
empire and ruled it, with some success, for many 
was not handsome man nor one any great 
administrative brilliance; but 
shrewdness with scholarship make 
even warrant the title “great” when compared with 
his immediate predecessors and successors. 


Theodora’s personal history even more obscure. She 
one the famous women history; but she burst 
into prominence suddenly the wife the 
although suspected that she was nothing more 
adventuress, “circus brat” who had survived 
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sordid childhood and more sordid life young 
woman low caste. But her native intelligence and 
cunning, her ambition and ability made her name 
memorable. 

The story this but complementary pair 
told historian Lamb strangely unsatisfying 
fashion, half-fiction, half history. careful quote 
such sources, even some the more questionable ac- 
counts, are available and these snippets docu- 
mentation come oddly and awkwardly into his attempt 
recreate the life and times these two figures. Per- 
haps that the reason they remain figures, lay-figures, 
wax-works images; they are dressed with scrupulous at- 
tention historic detail, but they not move spon- 
taneously; they have pushed about. for one, 
would have preferred out-and-out fictionalization, 
novel that was less concerned with retailing the re- 
search notes. 

the other hand, there denying the interest 
that this “biographical narrative” awakens. The course 
Theodora’s career, Justinian’s fumbling but dog- 
ged attempts enlarge and stabilize turbulent 
empire, threatened all sides vigorous and power- 
ful enemies, are the materials which great drama 
made. the dramatic has been tempered, even sac- 
the historic, that the author’s choice. And 
there doubting that Mr. Lamb familiar with 
the places and the availing evidence. One only dis- 
appointed that the process telling this story two 
great persons history not effective Mr. Lamb 
achieved earlier works, among which Genghis Khan, 
Tamerlane, Iron Men and Saints, and The Flame 
Islam are memorable. 

Theodora and the Emperor deserves place library 
shelves, although high school librarians should 
warned that the account Theodora’s early life not 
that cloistered maiden; although the telling the 
tale means offensive. Adults will find this 
“biographical narrative” entertaining and informational. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


* * * 


Fletcher, Theodora Stanwell 

The Tundra World 
Atlantic-Little,Brown. Aug. 14, 1952. 266p. $3.50. 
The adventures young college girl, Rosamund 
Reeve, when she goes the Arctic Tundra are written 
the form journal. Actually this book 
account the real life experiences the author, Theo- 
scientific trip the sub-Arctic region the west coast 
Hudson Bay. The purpose the trip was study 
the animal and plant life the far North. 
Rosamund joins three professors and her friend Sue 
Churchill, the frontier settlement the edge the 
vast Barrenlands. There she spends interesting and 
exciting summer. She describes vivid detail the 
sights and sounds this land. From the first night 
when she listens the night chorus two hundred 
sled dogs greeting the sunset she falls under the spell 
this region. She delights the varied hues the 
landscape and the breath-taking beauty the long 
Arctic nights—when the sun always visible, never 
teally setting. 


Fletcher Weston 
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During the brief summer this seemingly desolate land 
abounds with wild and luxuriant beauty its own. 
Nests many different species are everywhere and 
Rosamund describes many, from the American golden 
plover—who flies thousands miles from Southern 
Argentina nest and raise its young the short-lived 
Arctic summer—to jaegers, terns, old-squaws, long- 
spurs, sniper, ptarmingans, and many others. Stories 
are told about walruses, whales, caribou, foxes and 
polar bears. Her descriptions are vividly etched. 


Interesting, too, are the accounts the many men and 
few women she encounters, and Eric Grey par- 
ticular with whom she falls love. this land 
man known not his appearance but his inner 
worth, here acquires truer perspective his role 
the scheme things. deft touches the author 
makes these characters come alive. One senses that 
the descriptions are from life. 

you want interesting account one the last 
outposts civilization, with just enough but not too 
much scientific data interest the ordinary layman, 
then this worthwhile book read. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Weston, Paul, editor Narcotics, 
Greenberg. July 1952. 319p. $4.00. 


While Narcotics, America’s Peril, historical de- 
velopment the use narcotics, the present. volume 
seeks define the medical, psychiatric, sociological, 
youth guidance and law enforcement aspects drug 
addiction. The editor, who deputy inspector for 
the New York City Police Department, has 
writers three doctors, educator, two social workers, 
lawyer and the president the General Federation 
Women’s clubs. 


The editor frankly states the case regards the num- 
ber addicts the United States. points out that 
more heroin and marijuana has been seized recently 
than past years; that the addict patient population 
the Public Health Hospital doubled the 
year 1949-1950; that the past few years arrests for 
narcotic law violations have tripled; and that drug 
addiction longer limited few large cities. 
adds, “Yet spite these facts, not know, and 
cannot estimate with any reasonable degree exact- 
ness, the total addict population the United States.” 
looks upon our inability measure its extent 
one the most serious aspects the problem. The 
1930 estimates Treadway that there were then 
200,000 drug addicts the United States are offered 
one possible answer. addition, the tragic increase 
drug addiction among teen agers cited striking 
proof the widespread incidence the problem. 

Partly because the multiplicity writers and partly 
because the wide scope material, the book tends 
encyclopedic treatment and format. Despite 
this limitation, there are many positive features. The 
medical aspects how person may become addict 
and the medical means detection, treatment and 
control are fully described. One the medical writers 
states that the so-called craving for drugs not 
appetite either natural cultivated, but physical 
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psychological dependence. Another important distinc- 
tion that made regarding criminal activity the 
addict-criminal versus the criminal-addict. The first 
one commits crimes that will give him drugs the 
money buy drugs. The criminal-addict will commit 
crimes other types, those which practiced prior 
addiction. Both types, however, will commit serious 
and vicious crimes the prospect having their drug 
supply cut off. 


Three solutions the question are offered: medico- 
social, educational and community action. 
medico-social approach holds that present narcotics 
laws make impossible for the private physician 
properly treat addict-patient. The solution 
give him wider leeway, under strict system regis- 
tration and supervision that could meet the ad- 
dict’s drug needs during treatment. The educational 
plan calls for schools present series lessons 
teen agers the use and effects narcotics per- 
sonal, physical and social development and progress 
the child. The community action approach calls for 
co-ordinated treatment local, state and national 
level. addition, committees representing all com- 
munity interests should formed search out the 
problem, define and use all possible resources bear 
solution. The book ends with glossary 
drug user’s slang and appendix various state and 
national narcotic drug acts. Also included exten- 
sive bibliography. 

Inspector Weston and his contributors are con- 
gratulated their book. indulges none the 
current hysterics, but rather presents sober, scien- 
tific and calm manner number facets truly 
perplexing and complex social problem. The editor’s 
own contributions add luster the important profes- 
sion which member. The Hollywood version 
“dumb cop” given the lie his efforts which 
cannot help but reflect credit the New York Police 
Department particular and all police general. 


John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 
Sciences, 

University Scranton 


Morris, Katherine The Vixen’s Cub 
Dutton, July 28, 1952. 224p. $3.00. 


The Vixen’s Cub story about English farm 
family. Clara, the mother, charming but ruthlessly 
selfish. She alternately fusses over and spurns her four 
boys, Groom, Garnet, Giles and Robin. They all adore 
her, but react different ways, with Garnet being the 
one most like her. The story begins when Willow and 
Charlie, orphaned cousins, are taken into the family. 
Willow, strangely mature little girl, enchanted with 
the lovely countryside, but she soon disturbed the 
many personal conflicts she senses. 


Willow admires and loves her Uncle Cromwell but 
saddened her realization that his wife Clara bored 
with country living and venting her discontent 
temper tantrums. After Clara fires old family re- 
tainer, the groom Drayton, and replaces him with 
young and attractive man, Willow worries about the 
amount time the new groom and her aunt spend 


riding. When they run away together, the child 
able console the bewildered boys with her practical 
and loving sympathy. 


Returning from school eighteen, Willow takes over 
the household management and care her failing 
uncle. Her childhood combination hate and fasci- 
nation for Garnet, like his unscrupulous mother, 
returns. This develops into brief but ecstatic infatua- 
tion, broken suddenly and painfully the realization 
that Garnet truly the vixen’s cub. interested 
only himself and the fun conquest. Cruelly 
flaunts his attentions Groom’s visiting girl friend, 
and Giles’ new wife. tragedy the farm ends 
Willow’s uncertainty and reshuffles the relationships 
correctly. 

The Vixen’s Cub delicately and times beautifully 
written. The author her best the first part 
when these strange characters are all children. But 
she does good and interesting job chronicling their 
arrival maturity. Most readers will enjoy her de- 
scription English country life and sensitive portrayal 
first love. 


The Vixen’s Cub well named. unobjectionable 


for all. 
Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Breig, Joseph Pants When Die 
McMullen. June 30, 1952. 159p. $2.25. 


“That the point family: togetherness,” says 
Joseph Breig the opening page his new book, and 
the twenty-six reprinted essays that follow are emi- 
nently satisfying demonstration the curious cohesive- 
ness that the joys, disappointments, problems, aspira- 
tions, and trivialities daily living can produce within 
Catholic home guided parents with devotion and 
common sense. Recall what you will from your own 
experience: the excitement the first suit clothes, 
the pride tailor-made haircut, the torture un- 
answerable questions, the worry illnesses, 
prom; Mr. Breig has lived through the whole gamut 
and emerged with both sanity and good humor. 


His instructors the liveableness family life are 
among the world’s best: Mary, teen-aged daughter 
who brings consolation after the death previous 
child; Betty, eight, whose Holy Family dolls teaches 
the lesson Bethlehem beyond improvement; Joe, the 
constant source problems and pride that six-year- 
old boy inevitably is, who understandably dominates 
the book; Jimmy, theologian two years teaching the 
lessons divine providence and human dependence 
surely St. Thomas; Geena, whose cradle continues 
the training stockinged restraint that the others have 
earlier instilled. colloquial style, with unashamed 
sentiment and unfailing geniality, Mr. Breig reports the 
happiness, love, diplomacy, resourcefulness, 
gious devotion that the daily vicissitudes this unpre- 
dictable array have taught him. 

“Men must taught you taught them not,” says 
Pope. Mr. Breig’s special gift precisely that faculty. 
has the knack momentous discovery the com- 
monplace and explaining himself not didactically 
but homely, reflective narrative. The accounts 
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Joe, “The World’s Worst Altar Boy”; the unspoken 
advice teen-age girl “The Life Givers”; and 
Suit Clothes” for $18 that eventually costs $30 
all show this merit exceptionally well. But the climac- 
tic achievement the book Anything About 
Me?” The mere matter haircut prompts the ques- 
tion, but out grows essay that supremely 
simple and discerning fashion pictures the essence 
child-parent relationships. 


The subtitle might well “An Apology for Indulgent 
Fathers and Other Any father coming 
guiltily home with ten-dollar glove for that sprouting 
big-leaguer might well lay copy alongside mother’s 
dinner plate and rest his case its pleadings. will 
not only restore her faith his sanity but also provide 
pleasant and wholesome reading for the entire family. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Schauinger, Herman 
Cathedrals the Wilderness 
Bruce. June 27, 1952. 334p. $4.00. 


Here another volume concerned with the history 
the Catholic Church Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana 
and Missouri during the first half the past century. 
Earlier this year Helene Magaret presented with the 
excellent biography Father Charles Nerinckx, the 
great missionary priest from the Netherlands, who gave 
himself completely the Catholic Church Ken- 
tucky. Now Professor Schauinger the College St. 
Thomas has given painstakingly 
raphy Bishop Flaget Bardstown, Kentucky. This 
time are indebted France for the Missionary, but 
again have life the same heroic proportions that 
observed the case Father Nerinckx. The two 
men naturally knew each other well, because Father 
Nerinckx served the diocese Bardstown, which 
Joseph Flaget its bishop from 1810 
50. 


young Sulpician priest, Father Flaget was sent 
Vincennes 1792 Bishop Carroll Baltimore. 
Recalled three years later because was urgently 
needed teacher the East, was not until 1810 
that Flaget was consecrated bishop Bardstown, 
which included its territorial limits most present 
day Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, Missouri, Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan, and parts Arkansas, Minne- 
sota and Iowa. was naturally impossible for Flaget 
traverse the entire area mentioned, but did man- 
age accomplish much for the church year after year, 
even though was aided directly only small num- 
ber priests and nuns. The bishop and his helpers 
seemed fear nothing, not even the deadly cholera 
that swept periodically through Kentucky. the 
help laity that was courageous and unselfish, even 
though small, great things were done for God. 


addition the chapters life Kentucky, some 
interesting material given concerning Flaget’s 
visit Europe, 1835-1839. Although was seventy- 
two years old the time, was not too old travel 
over much Europe that might beg alms for his 
Missionary activities the New World. Flaget was 
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very graciously received Gregory XVI, much the 
confusion this humble missionary bishop. 


was very unfortunate that Bishop Flaget and Father 
Nerinckx did not see eye eye with reference the 
rule followed the Sisters Loretto, rule 
which had been prepared for the nuns Father 
Nerinckx himself. was even more unfortunate that 
this difference opinions caused Father Nerinckx 
leave Bardstown, with Bishop Flaget’s permission, for 
St. Louis. There are other personal clashes and con- 
flicts mentioned this volume, but spite them 
the participants continued advance the Catholic 
cause the American West, time when Catholics 
were few numbers and weak influence. They 
built even better than they dreamed, the Catholic 
Church the Middle West now witness. The 
debt the present generation these giants the 
past regarded too lightly; this excellent volume, based 
upon patient research material concerned directly 
with Flaget, will aid making more clear how 
much owe these really great men God. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 

* * 

Randall, Clarence Creed for Free Enterprise 
Little, Brown. June 12, 1952. 177p. $2.75. 
The title this book implies the need for set 
principles guide the entrepreneur his policy mak- 
ing. was not many years ago when this creed could 
reduced single sentence: Make money for the 
stockholders. This principle was generally accepted 
businessmen; was upheld decision the United 
States Supreme Court. 


Since the depression the thirties, the liberal doctrine 
the identity public and private interests has fallen 
into disrepute. The philosophy economic irresponsi- 
bility denounced Rerum Novarum has been re- 
examined and found inadequate. this 
trend mind pamphlet put out one our 
billion-dollar corporations entitled “The Social Respon- 
sibility the Large Corporation”. This book written 
similar vein. The author’s line reasoning 
somewhat follows: 

Free enterprise must maintained, all freedom will 
disappear. But free enterprise today menaced 
Big Government which threatens nullify its economic 
power oppressive taxation, legal restrictions and 
paralyzing controls. This possible because people are 
becoming aware that many social evils are not inevi- 
table but can attacked and conquered. default 
effective concerted action the part private gorups, 
they turn government and demand political solu- 
tion. This turn has the latent effect enlarging 
political power the point where threatens under- 
mine democratic institutions. order prevent this 
catastrophe the businessmen, the most powerful non- 
political group, must assume the responsibility main- 
taining liberty alleviating the social problems 
their time. 

Mr. Randall briefly touches upon number possible 
attacks the problem. First, production must re- 
garded tool society, not end itself. Cut- 
throat competition and such policies that are designed 
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injure others are renounced. The employer must ac- 
cept the union existing fact, while the same 
time resisting firmly, politically and economically, the 
inflationary tendency inherent the philosophy 
yearly increase money wages. 
This followed excellent chapter the func- 
tion the boss, both the business and the com- 
munity. Business leaders, maintained, should also 
leaders community life. the meeting the 
social needs the community proper charge the 
cost production.” Corporations should contribute 
money and the time their executives. This par- 
ticularly true the field higher education where 
many private colleges and universities face the financial 
problems dwindling incomes and rising costs. “They 
the campus need the sturdy financial support 
free economy, lest they compelled surrender their 
own freedom through direct control the govern- 
ment that meets their deficit.” Likewise govern- 
ment and especially the formation and actuation its 
foreign policy, businessmen have right complain 
about extravagances and blunders when, group, 
they decline federal jobs. 
However, Creed for Free Enterprise does fall short 
its goal. Mr. Randall recognizes that the business- 
man has moral obligations society, but would 
leave the conscience the individual decide 
what these obligations are. This cannot squared 
with highly competitive system (which also de- 
mands) where men may have choose between their 
conscience and bankruptcy. 
Some might argue philosophically that derive code 
ethics from self-interest hardly valid method. 
For the sociologist, the weakest points are the overem- 
phasis the economic aspect social life 
role the businessman, and the reliance individual- 
istic rather than non-political collective action. The 
economist might question his interpretation the role 
competition his thesis that larger profits mean 
expanding economy. 
Its faults notwithstanding, the publication this book 
very encouraging sign that “enlightened capitalism” 
not just empty phrase. recognizes the possibility 
that free institutions—economic, social 
can continue operate this country even the face 
state regimentation throughout the world. 

Vincent Mott, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 
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SELLERs 


The Anglo-Jewish Association 
Germany’s New Nazis 
Philosophical Library. June 1952. 76p. $2.75. 


the time when the two dominant political parties 
the United States were the process nominating 
their candidates for the presidency, was interesting 
read this booklet the birth the neo-Nazi parties 
Germany. The political situation there vastly dif- 
ferent from what know our country. Unfortu- 
nately this book was written for British readers and pre- 
supposes more thorough knowledge German poli- 
tics than the average American citizen possesses. 


Its analysis the new German nationalist parties and 
their leaders altogether too superficial. Proper 
emphasis placed the Socialist Reich Party, which 
definitely dangerous but most the others are just 
welter names. The author writes about co-partner- 
ship co-determination which and will vital 
issue Germany but fails point out the economic 
difficulties involved this new movement. 


There doubt that the Jews should protected 
the Bonn Government, that their political and property 
rights should restored, that Antisemitism should 
systematically eradicated but books carelessly written 
this will not help the cause. This book asserts that 
many former Nazis are now positions authority 
though they were banned from all political activity 
back 1945. Nowhere does the author make any 
attempt explain why the occupying powers have 
allowed this take place. The book recommends that 
Jewish property confiscated the Nazis should 
restored its lawful owners but nowhere does the 
author suggest any financial means which this neces- 
sary but difficult procedure could effected. 


one page the wisdom suppressing the Socialist 
Reich Party questioned; two pages later tacit approval 
given this idea. trained journalist supposed 
have written this book but one can understand why 
prefers remain anonymous when writes clumsy 
sentences like the following: “The situation the 
French Zone that less generous laws than exist the 
American Zone are, the other hand, generally better 
administered.” Americans should informed the 
menace neo-Nazism but they will find this booklet 
feeble effort. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, 
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